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treaty through, the Reichstag, in the face of stout opposi-
tion on the part of the large landowners and Junkers, whose
interests were considerably prejudiced by the new tariffs.
Upon the signing of the treaty I had an audience with
Emperor Alexander. In the course of it I called His
Majesty's attention to the fact that Emperor William was
instrumental in bringing about the ratification of the treaty
by the Reichstag, and that he was, therefore, entitled to our
gratitude, I had been informed, I said, that Emperor
William was anxious to get the uniform of a Russian ad-
miral and I would be glad, I added, if that distinction were
bestowed upon him. I may say here, in passing, that Wil-
liam has a veritable passion for all manner of showy uni-
forms, especially military and naval. His Majesty smiled
at my words, said he would gratify the German Emperor's
ambition at the first opportunity, and asked me to remind
him of the matter. Emperor Alexander died before suck
an opportunity presented itself, and it fell to his son to
fulfill the promise. I found it necessary to report the
matter to Emperor Nicholas, and at his first meeting with
the German Emperor he presented the latter with the
longed-for uniform.
In this connection I recall a similar incident which took
place at the time when I held the office of President of the
Committee of Ministers. It was again a case of craving
for a Russian uniform, on the part of the German Emperor.
This time the object of his ardent desire, I was told, was
the uniform, of an Adjutant General, I was at the time in
disfavour with Emperor Nicholas, and so I could do nothing
to satisfy the Kaiser's desire, I understand that he tried
to work through Grand Duke Michael, but I do not know
whether his efforts were crowned with success.
It may be properly mentioned here that in the early
years of his reign Emperor Nicholas was by no means fond
of thp (Jcrman Kai$er, In this respect he followed in the